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              DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
                    + + + + +
         ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
                    + + + + +
                     MEETING

IN THE MATTER OF:

Pub Crawl
Applicant, Michael Bramson  Fact Finding
May 3, 2014                 Hearing
Neon Drink On
3rd Street, SE, Between
Tingey St. SE & Water St.

            April 2, 2014

            The Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board met in Alcoholic Beverage Control
Hearing Room, Reeves Building, 2000 14th
Street N.W., Washington, D.C., Chairperson
Ruthanne Miller presiding.

PRESENT:
RUTHANNE MILLER, Chairperson
NICK ALBERTI, Member
DONALD BROOKS, Member

HECTOR RODRIGUEZ, Member

JAMES SHORT, Member

MICHAEL SILVERSTEIN, Member
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1               P R O C E E D I N G S

2                                     (10:47 a.m.)

3             MR. BRAMSON:  I think we're up

4 next.

5             MR. LOPEZ:  That's fine.

6             (Laughter)

7             CHAIR MILLER:  Oh, you're on next?

8 Okay, one second.

9             MEMBER ALBERTI:  You're not using

10 the same --

11             CHAIR MILLER:  I'm just --

12             MALE PARTICIPANT:  No.

13             MEMBER ALBERTI:  No.

14             (Laughter)

15             (Off the record comments)

16             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay, Neon,  This

17 is Neon.

18             (Off the record comments)

19             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.  So you have

20 another event.  Is this the Neon Drink On?

21             MR. BRAMSON:  Correct.

22             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.
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1             CHAIR MILLER:  Scheduled for May

2 3rd.  And that's in a different neighborhood,

3 that's 3rd Street, SE, it says between Tingey

4 Street, SE and Water Street.

5             MR. BRAMSON:  Correct.

6             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.  Have you

7 done this one before?

8             MR. BRAMSON:  We have not done

9 this one before.

10             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.  You want to

11 give us an overview of it?

12             MR. BRAMSON:  Yes.  This is a beer

13 festival at Yards Park lot house

14 (phonetic)***10:49:00.  It was going to be

15 fenced in, and basically we're going to have

16 all the summer beer, a ton of summer beers

17 available for our beer tasting.

18             So people will check in, they'll

19 get a wrist band, they'll get a glass, not

20 really glass though, mug, five ounces.  And

21 they'll be able to taste around 100 different

22 beers.
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1             We'll also have food trucks there,

2 a band, a disco tent, beer barns where they

3 can sit down and eat their food.  And then,

4 let's see.

5             CHAIR MILLER:  How many beer

6 gardens?

7             MR. BRAMSON:  Well, they're

8 calling it a beer garden.  It's pretty much a

9 bunch of tables.  There's just one of them.

10 So it's about, let's see, ten sides, 30 by 50

11 tent.

12             CHAIR MILLER:  How many retailers

13 or how many different beer sellers are there?

14             MR. BRAMSON:  There'll be 50

15 breweries serving 100 beers.

16             CHAIR MILLER:  Fifty breweries

17 selling 100 beers, okay.

18             MR. LOPEZ:  One hundred --

19             CHAIR MILLER:  One hundred.  Okay.

20             MR. BRAMSON:  So everybody's

21 bringing pretty much two beers, two different

22 types of beer.
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1             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.  Have you

2 done something like this before?

3             MR. BRAMSON:  We have not.

4             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.  What kind of

5 games are you going to have?

6             MR. BRAMSON:  Corn hole, another

7 game is bear pong which is like big buckets of

8 water, and you just throw a bong to it.  And

9 then --

10             MR. LOPEZ:  Bocce.

11             MR. BRAMSON:  Bocce.

12             CHAIR MILLER:  And the food is

13 going to be provided by food trucks?

14             MR. BRAMSON:  Eight food trucks.

15             CHAIR MILLER:  Eight, you said.

16 Do you have them lined up yet?

17             MR. BRAMSON:  We have --

18             MR. LOPEZ:  Seven.

19             MR. BRAMSON:  We have seven right

20 now.

21             CHAIR MILLER:  And how are you

22 going to deal with under 21, over 21?
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1             MR. BRAMSON:  We hired security

2 staff called CSC, that they deal with

3 ***10:51:32, they're very experienced.  So

4 we're hiring them to check IDs and just be our

5 security guards, as well as our staff will

6 kind of just be more making sure the event

7 runs smoothly.

8             And we'll have 24 hired security

9 guards from CSC.  That's what they

10 recommended.  And then we have around 40, 40

11 to 50 of our staff at the event as well.

12             CHAIR MILLER:  What is CSC?

13             MR. BRAMSON:  They're a hired

14 security firm, licensed security firm.  They

15 deal with the Verizon Center, RFK and other

16 big venues.

17             And their breakdown is one on site

18 manager, three event supervisors.  And then I

19 believe the breakdown from there is ID

20 checkers on the site, people who have specific

21 stations on exits.

22             They did the whole plan based off
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1 our map of how many people we needed and which

2 levels of people we needed.

3             CHAIR MILLER:  And how did you

4 decide on 6,000 people.

5             MR. BRAMSON:  DCRA actually, they

6 gave us a capacity of 4,100.  We decided just

7 to keep it at 3,000, being our first event,

8 making sure we can run it, make sure everyone

9 has, you know --

10             CHAIR MILLER:  Oh, 3,000, this

11 just doesn't add up, it's 2,000 and 3,000?

12             MR. LOPEZ:  Per wave.

13             MR. BRAMSON:  Per wave, so the --

14             CHAIR MILLER:  Per what?

15             MR. LOPEZ:  Per session.

16             MR. BRAMSON:  Per session.  So

17 we'll have two sessions.  One 12:00 to 4:00

18 p.m. and then we'll have a two hour break.

19             CHAIR MILLER:  Right.

20             MR. BRAMSON:  Get everything re-

21 setup, and then have one from 6:00 to 10:00

22 p.m.
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1             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.

2             MR. BRAMSON:  So there'll be 3,000

3 per each of those sessions.  And DCRA said

4 that we could have 4,100.  But we're just

5 keeping it under that anyway, just to be safe.

6             MR. BRIAN:  Signed off with the

7 fire marshall also.

8             (Off the record comments)

9             MR. BRIAN:  Steven Brian.

10             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay, thank you.

11             MR. SHORT:  Can I ask --

12             CHAIR MILLER:  Yes, Mr. Short, go

13 ahead.

14             MR. SHORT:  You say you've got all

15 of the certifications for the tent from the

16 fire department and from DCRA?

17             MR. BRIAN:  Yes.  We picked them

18 up.  The only final items we've got is help

19 for once we confirm the three trucks we've got

20 signed up there in the tax office.

21             And then obviously we'll inform

22 Metropolitan Police about the gate.  Because
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1  they, they like never had  ***10:53:37.  So if

2  they want people on site.  And we also have

3  provisions to have EMTs on site also.  We've

4  got the application for that.

5              MR. SHORT:  Thank you.

6              CHAIR MILLER:  Yes, Mr. Alberti?

7             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So is this

8 ***10:53:49, Steve?

9             MR. BRIAN:  Yes, it will be.

10             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay, great.  And

11 is this, who's ***10:53:56, I mean, 21 and

12 older?  Or you --

13             MR. BRIAN:  21 and older, plus.

14             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Do you mean it's

15 21 and older?

16             MR. BRIAN:  Yes.

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  So are you

18 wrist banding people or -- is that what you're

19 asking?

20             MR. BRIAN:  We're wrist banding.

21 We're going to have one section that's a VIP

22 section.  They have one hour of extra, of
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1 initial time so they can ***10:54:17.  General

2 admission's at 1:00 p.m.  So they'll be wrist

3 banded.

4             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So everyone will

5 be wrist banded when they come in or --

6             MR. BRIAN:  They'll be checked and

7 entered into --

8             MEMBER ALBERTI:  ***10:54:25?

9             MR. BRIAN:  Yes.  And once any, you

10 know, where you enter --

11             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  And will

12 the servers be notified just to -- what will

13 servers do if they suspect somebody to be

14 underage?

15             MR. BRIAN:  We'll have the, well,

16 we have so many security on site that will be

17 our point of contact if they need assistance.

18 They'll have the security in each of their --

19             MEMBER ALBERTI:  ***10:54:43

20 security?

21             MR. BRIAN:  And security can

22 recheck IDs at any time.
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1             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay, very good.

2 No more questions.  Thank you.

3             CHAIR MILLER:  Other questions?

4 Investigator's have questions?

5             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  I just

6 have one question.  I might have missed it in

7 the application, but a general admission fee,

8 are tickets being sold?

9             MR. BRAMSON:  Yes.  There's a

10 general admission and then a VIP.

11             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  Okay.  So

12 what does general admission include?

13             MR. BRAMSON:  General admission

14 includes your tasting glass and your entry

15 into the event.  And that's just from 1:00 to

16 4:00 p.m.

17             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  Okay.

18             MR. BRAMSON:  And the VIP, they get

19 an extra hour, early admission.  So they get

20 from 12:00 to 4:00 p.m.

21             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  And what

22 does VIP include so that the --
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1             MR. BRAMSON:  The extra hour, the

2 tasting glass, and a lanyard comes with the

3 glass, and sunglasses.  Everyone gets

4 sunglasses, actually.

5             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  Okay.

6             MEMBER ALBERTI:  What's the cost of

7 admission?

8             MR. BRAMSON:  For general

9 admission, $29.

10             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  And the

11 VIP?

12             MR. BRAMSON:  They're $39.  And

13 then the consumer VIP is $59.

14             MR. BRIAN:  They get their own

15 personal restroom and an opportunity to get

16 away from the crowd.

17             (Off the record comments)

18             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  And just

19 one more question.  Did you, I don't know if

20 this is my question to ask, but did you, are

21 you planning on having ***10:56:12 for the

22 event or no?  That's not your DCRA, obviously.
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1             MR. BRIAN:  It isn't specified on

2 it.  You have to deal with the special event

3 coordinator and that's the provision chief

4 that's ***10:56:24.  And even though I'm a

5 licensed ABRA manager, myself, so that --

6             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON: ABC

7 manager?

8             MR. BRIAN:  Yes, ABC manager.

9             INVESTIGATOR MATHIESON:  Okay,

10 thank you.

11             MEMBER ALBERTI:  I had just one

12 more question, pardon me, Ms. Miller?

13             CHAIR MILLER:  Yes, go ahead and --

14             MEMBER ALBERTI:  How many security

15 are you going to have?

16             MR. BRIAN:  Twenty-four, as part of

17 the -- that was the recommendation of the

18 hired firm.  And then we have between 40 and

19 50 of our own volunteers.  We're going to be

20 having a pre-planning with them around our

21 event procedures.

22             MR. BRAMSON:  We have a training
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1 the weekend before with our establishments,

2 security and our staff.

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Very good, thank

4 you.

5             (Off the record comments)

6             MR. SHORT:  Gentleman, will there

7 be smoking allowed in the tent?

8             MR. BRAMSON:  No.

9             MR. BRIAN:  No, there'll be no

10 smoking.  The actual tent that they'll be in,

11 there's only one tent that the general

12 admission people will be entering.  The tents

13 are part of our plan where actually, where the

14 beer is being sold from.  But people won't

15 enter those tents.

16             MR. SHORT:  Okay, thanks.

17             MR. BRIAN:  It's an open tent.

18             CHAIR MILLER:  Yes, I'm sorry.  Go

19 right ahead.

20             MR. RODRIGUEZ:  Are you going to

21 be, what kind of containers are you going to

22 serving the liquids in?
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1             MR. BRIAN:  Five ounce tasting cup,

2 a five ounce tasting mug that they get upon

3 arrival.

4             MR. RODRIGUEZ:  Okay.  So the mug

5 is made out of what?

6             MR. BRIAN:  Plastic.

7             MR. RODRIGUEZ:  Plastic, hard

8 plastic.  There's no beer bottles or anything

9 --

10             MR. BRAMSON:  Oh, no.  No, sir.

11             MR. RODRIGUEZ:  -- around?  Okay,

12 thank you.

13             MR. BRIAN:  And there'll be no

14 alcohol allowed to leave the premises.  So

15 it'll be contained within the site.

16             CHAIR MILLER:  Who's actually

17 serving the beer?

18             MR. BRIAN:  Representatives from

19 the breweries.

20             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay, so --

21             MR. BRIAN:  The distributor.

22             CHAIR MILLER:  Do they all have
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1 TIPS training and things like that?  Do you

2 know?

3             MR. BRIAN:  We don't know.

4             (Off the record comments)

5             MR. BRAMSON:  We're going to the

6 distributors.  And most of the time, I mean,

7 they do these festivals often.  So I'm

8 assuming that they have it.  But we can

9 follow-up on that and ask.

10             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.

11             MR. BRIAN:  We're dealing with the

12 two large distributors, DC Premium and the

13 Capital Eagle, as part of this process.  And

14 they'll provide the manpower and the --

15             CHAIR MILLER:  All right.  I think

16 you should follow-up though.  And we haven't

17 had really, as far as I can recall, fact

18 finding hearings where I would have asked

19 them.  So that's kind of a basic.

20             MR. BRIAN:  Well, we do have a

21 provision with the security firm that we'll

22 actually have, when they were dividing up
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1 these security areas, they came up with 24 as

2 having security actually at the tasting

3 station.

4             So they will be on site at those

5 areas to observe.  They'll have stationary

6 people that are in the alcohol serving areas

7 and obviously roaming people to the other

8 areas of the site that people will be moving

9 to.

10             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.  And the other

11 thing I just noticed that, you know, you have

12 good protocols, like if somebody needs to go

13 to the hospital, anyone that gets injured.

14             And I think this goes to my

15 previous question.  Are there people that have

16 training in alcohol awareness that, you know,

17 are watching to make sure of that, hopefully

18 proactively?

19             MR. BRIAN:  Yes.  I mean, the

20 security part, we have the training we're

21 doing with all our volunteers prior to the

22 event.
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1             CHAIR MILLER:  Oh, you're doing a

2 training on that?

3             MR. BRIAN:  We'll be training on

4 the emergency plan for this event.  And we

5 also have ABC license manager, myself, there

6 running it as well as another event

7 coordinator who will also be TIPS certified.

8 So we've got multiple people on site.

9             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.  So you do

10 have people on site who are certified?

11             MR. BRIAN:  Yes,

12             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.  That's good,

13 okay.  Anything else?  All right.

14             MR. GETHERS:  I just have one more

15 question.

16             CHAIR MILLER:  Yes, yes.

17             MR. GETHERS:  Because you're being

18 so conscientious about doing your debriefing,

19 and your training and that sort of thing, I

20 heard you earlier say that there was some sort

21 of hope about people checking on underage

22 drinking for the sale of ***11:06:08.
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1             I would just ask that you be very

2 purposeful about inserting that.  Because you,

3 as an ABC manager, are probably fully aware of

4 all the consequences and lots of that.  But

5 just make sure that everyone, all of your

6 volunteers are aware and they know, and the

7 safeguards are in place with regards to that.

8 Because the alcohol's going to be so plentiful

9 here, there may be some people trying to

10 breech what you have going on.

11             MR. BRIAN:  Absolutely.

12             CHAIR MILLER:  Thank you for that.

13 Okay, anything else?  All right.  Then I move

14 that we approve this application.  Do I have

15 a second?

16             MEMBER ALBERTI:  I'll second it.

17             CHAIR MILLER:  And Mr. Alberti's

18 seconded the motion.  All those in favor say

19 aye.

20             (Chorus of ayes)

21             CHAIR MILLER:  All those opposed?

22 All those abstaining?  Okay, motion passes,
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1 six, zero, zero.

2             (Off the record comments)

3             CHAIR MILLER:  Do you have another

4 one?

5             MR. LOPEZ:  No, that's it.

6             (Off the record comments)

7             MR. BRAMSON:  Thank you.

8             MR. BRIAN: Thanks a lot.

9             CHAIR MILLER:  Good luck.

10             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Can't tear

11 themselves away.

12             CHAIR MILLER:  It looks like that.

13 Okay.

14             (Whereupon, the hearing in the

15 above-entitled matter was concluded at 11:01

16 a.m.)

17

18

19

20

21

22
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